
RESOLUTIONS?  
PART III—FINAL 

So, what sort of New Year’s 

resolution should a Christian 

make? Here are some sug-

gestions: (1) pray to the Lord 

for wisdom (James 1:5) in 

regards to what resolutions, 

if any, He would have you 

make; (2) pray for wisdom as 

to how to fulfill the goals 

God gives you; (3) rely on 

God’s strength to help you; 

(4) find an accountability 

partner who will help you 

and encourage you; (5) don’t 

become discouraged with 

occasional failures; instead, 

allow them to motivate you 

further; (6) don’t become 

proud or vain, but give God 

the glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, 

“Commit your way to the 
LORD; trust in him and he 

will do this: He will make 
your righteousness shine like 

the dawn, the justice of your 

cause like the noonday sun.”  
 

Taken from: https://www.gotquestions.org/

new-years-resolution.html 

Writing A New Chapter: remember 
Ezekiel 36:24-32/ Revelation 2:5a 

happy and secure, but internally 

they are destroyed by something 

that marked their lives. 

 There are many reasons. Par-

ents whose sons or daughters are 

away from home because of a 

family quarrel, and forgiveness 

is not even in their dictionary. 

Perhaps parents who can not see 

their grandkids in years, because 

of a past situation. Perhaps, a 

husband and wife who lived a 

traumatic experience as a couple 

of infidelity and the wounds are 

still open, and trust has been bro-

ken. They seem to be a perfect 

couple in the “world of appear-

ances” but internally they are 

living “hell at home.” Sometimes 

the broken relationships are be-

tween siblings, brothers and sis-

ters who are years and years 

without any contact. They have 

been erased, eradicated, forgot-

ten from their families. 

Perhaps, one of these examples 

is your personal situation and 

you still have things from the 

past that need to be discuss or 

dealt with.  

 Our Bible text tells us that 

the prophet Ezekiel is announc-
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 The month of January is 

named for Janus, one of the few 

Roman gods without a Greek 

counterpart. Janus was shown as 

having a double face. One face 

looked to the past for wisdom and 

the other looked ahead to the fu-

ture. Janus was thought to influ-

ence beginnings and endings and 

was often found at doorways and 

entrances. 

 Many people don’t like to see 

or dig in their past, they feel un-

comfortable by doing it. This hap-

pens especially when the person’s 

life has been a difficult one. When 

in his or her life are wounds that 

have been hard to heal and restore, 

and those wounds are still open. 

And I am not talking about people 

who are not church goers, I am 

talking about people like you and 

me, who attend church, who are 

believers. But whose past bring 

them sad moments. They can look 
Continue next page 



ing and proclaiming what the 

Lord had said to him, and this 

is that God promised to restore 

Israel not physically, but spir-

itually. To accomplish this, 

God would give them a new 

heart for following him and 

put his Spirit within them to 

transform them and empower 

them to do his will. God 

would remove their heart of 

stone and give them a heart of 

flesh. (36:26) 

 Again the new covenant 

was promised ultimately to be 

fulfilled in Christ. God said 

his people should be ashamed 

of their sins. The people had 

become so heartless that they 

had lost all sensitivity to sin. 

First they had to 

“remember” (36:31) their sins, 

then despise them, and finally 

repent of them.  

 January is an appropriate 

time for us to look back and be 

advised and strengthened by the 

past so that we may be prepared 

for what the future holds. Our 

heritage is not only in our pri-

vate recollections; it is also 

heavily gifted with shared mem-

ories that speak to us from the 

past. Voices from the past ad-

The week at a glance: 

Monday, January 15: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 P. Miguel’s family day 

 Linda in the office 

 

Tuesday, January 16: 

 Morning: Family Trip 

 Afternoon: in the office. 

 

Wednesday, January 17: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office. 

 9:30 am. Time with ELC Kids 

 Afternoon: in the office 

 

Thursday, January 18: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office. 

 9:30 am. meeting with Bernie 

Miller 

 Printing Day 

 

Friday, January 19: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office 

 Praying together at noon. 

 

Saturday, January 20: 

 10:00 am. Insanity 

 Helping Hands: 1:00 / 4:30 

Sunday, January 21: 

 8:00 am. Worship Service 

 9:15 am. Sunday school 

 10:30 am. Worship service. 

 

Warm Up: Third part of the ser-

mon series: “Writing a  New 

Chapter III: always open. This is 

based on Revelation 3: 7-13. En-

joy the reading <>< 

 

Extraordinary Church Confer-

ence after  the 10:30 am. worship 

service. Your Vote Matters! 

Coming Events: 

Holy Humor: 

Whose Mother –in-law did Je-
sus heal when she had a fever? 
 

A. Martha’s 

B. Mary Magdalene’s 

C. Matthew’s 

D. Simon Peter’s 
 

 

 

 

Previous answer:  Jesus’ first miracle 

was to turn the water into wine in the 

wedding  at Cana (John 2:1-11) 

dress us all. There is a history 

that predates the lives of any 

yet living, without which we 

are not prepared to meet the 

future. 

 Perhaps if we could bring 

ourselves to really remember 

our past in the presence of 

God in this life we would not 

only create the essential con-

ditions for a new beginning 

but also get a foretaste of 

what it will be like when we 

“lay it all out” in the presence 

of God in the world that is to 

come. <>< AMEN 

Saturday, January 27: 

Shepherd Staff Early Learning 

Center Winter Carnival.  

11:00 am—3:00 pm 

 

Saturday, February 3: 

Prayer Walk—2:00 pm. 

 

Saturday, February 24: 

York District Rally 

10:00 am—4:00 pm 

Bethany and St. Paul’s UMC, Red 

Lion. 


