
Questions & Reflection 

 From the Sermon 
A week time of reflection  

and prayer 

 

Reading and Reflection: 

Read the text Revelation 

3:7-13 again about the faith 

of the church in Philadelph-

ia. What application can a 

modern day church like 

Fourth make from this pas-

sage? How about you per-

sonally?    

 

Prayer:    

Fourth UMC has a past of 

witnessing Jesus Christ in 

our community for more 

that 125 years. Pray for the 

new challenges for you and 

others – the church- as we 

continue being an open 

door for many. 

 

Application:   

Make a list of things in 

which you will be involved 

this year, as part of this new 

chapter in the life and mis-

sion of the church. When 

you have decided those 

things in prayer with God, 

talk to your pastor and share 

your thoughts. 
“I know your deeds. See, I have 

placed before you an open door 

that no one can shut.”  
Revelation 3:8a [NIV] 

Writing A New Chapter: always open 
Revelation 3:7-13 

Do you remember the the sym-

bol of Janus one of the Roman’s 

gods whose name gave the des-

ignation of January to the first 

month of the year? This month 

reminds any thoughtful person to 

consider a new beginning for 

some aspect of life. However, 

this new beginning is a timely, a 

chronological, a calendar, a tem-

poral reminder that comes once 

each year. It has a length of time 

and space. 

The open door in Revelation, 

when Jesus says: “I know your 

deeds. See, I have placed before 

you an open door that no one 

can shut.”  (Rev. 3:8a)  is not an 

annual proposition. It is an any-

time proposition. There can be a 

new beginning in your life when-

ever you are ready. This door is 

always open for you and for me. 

There are many other things, oth-

er than the calendar, that make us 

conscious of the need and the 

opportunity to make a new be-

ginning. Therefore, a new begin-

ning doesn’t necessary begin in 

January.  

For example the loss of a loved 

one, the struggles of divorce, the 
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An open door is a powerful sym-

bol to anyone who is ready to 

leave a troubled past and launch 

out on a new beginning. One of 

the great “I am” proclamations of 

Jesus is “I am the door.” (John 

10:9 ESV). What was Jesus trying 

to say with these affirmation?  

A door is used by the owner of a 

house to get in. It is used to keep 

people out of rooms. In Biblical 

times the door to the sheep flock 

was the shepherd himself as he 

would lay across the entry way to 

the corral. In simple words, Jesus 

is the door through which one 

must go to get into heaven. How-

ever, this is not all the meaning of 

Jesus as the door. Let me share 

some things with you in connec-

tion with the passage that we just 

read in Revelation. 
Continue next page 



new situations after a move. 

All losses require a reassess-

ment of life to accommodate 

that loss. For some take less 

time than others, but there is 

always a time of transition 

before starting a new begin-

ning. 

There are many new begin-

nings. There are new begin-

nings that may well bring “joy 

in the morning,” but they are 

preceded by a long dark night 

of suffering and sorrow. You 

have probably witnessed an 

alcoholic or drug addict mak-

ing a new beginning. You may 

have had that experience your-

self. It is a terrible experience 

any time of the year, but when 

you are ready it is possible. 

When all your strength of will 

power is gone, God will send 

someone to hold the door open. 

Remember that any new begin-

ning that is worth our time and 

effort is worth doing again. The 

door does not close when you 

fail. Because Jesus is keeping 

the door open for you all the 

time. 

Perhaps, this was the reality of 

the church in Philadelphia. Why 

the Lord is telling them that a 

door will be always open for 

them? To a church like the 

church at Philadelphia the Lord 

says he will open doors of min-

The week at a glance: 

Monday, January 22: 

 P. Miguel’s family day 

 Linda in the office 

 

Tuesday, January 23: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 Morning: Trip to MD 

 Noon: Office and visitation. 

 

Wednesday, January 24: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office. 

 

Thursday, January 25: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 11:00 am. Funeral Service 

Freda Becker-Zahnn-

Richmond at Fourth UMC. 

 

Friday, January 26: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office 

 Praying together at noon. 

 

Saturday, January 27: 

 10:00 am. Insanity (Postpone) 

 ELC Winter Carnival 11:00 

am—3:00 pm.  

Sunday, January 28: 

 8:00 am. Worship Service 

 9:15 am. Sunday school 

 10:30 am. Worship service. 

 

Warm Up: Fourth part of the ser-

mon series: “Writing a  New 

Chapter IV: be aware. This is 

based on Genesis 28:10-21 Enjoy 

the reading <>< 

 

 2:00 pm. Meeting with pas-

tors to organize the Good 

Friday Walk-a-Mile event. 

  

Coming Events: 

Holy Humor: 

Whose daughter did Jesus 

bring back to life? 
 

A. Jairus’ 

B. Herod’s  

C. Paul Simon’s  

D. Martha’s 
 

Previous answer:  Jesus healed Si-

mon Peter’s mother-in-law. Matthew 

8:14-17/ Mark 1:29-34/ Luke 4:38-41 

istry and service, and no one 

can shut them.  

These words teach us some-

thing very important. It says 

that an open door is given 

when a church fulfills the 

conditions that will allow it to 

move through that door once 

it has been opened.  

May the Lord be with us, as 

we become not the perfect 

church, but a church whose 

people begin a new chapter in 

their book of 365 days of 

2018, giving their best effort 

to present the real and true 

open door…Jesus Christ. 

Amen <><  

 

Saturday, February 3: 

Prayer Walk—2:00 pm. 

 

Wednesday, February 14: 

Ash Wednesday worship service 

at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary—

Beginning of the season of Lent. 

 

Saturday, February 24 

York Rally—Bethany & St. Paul 

UMC—Red Lion. 


