
Questions & Reflection 
A week time of reflection and prayer 

 

 

Reading and Reflection: 
Re-read the text of Ephe-

sians 2:1-10 and answer: 

Why do you think Paul 

began his text in this chap-

ter with the human condi-

tion (vv. 1-3) before stat-

ing what God has done to 

make salvation possible? 

Take some time this week 

to meditate on your condi-

tion apart from Christ. 

 

Prayer: Verse 8 says that 

salvation is a gift from 

God that cannot be earned. 

Pray for all of those who 

are still seeking God in 

their own works and not in 

God’s grace.  

 

Application: Explain the 

relationship of these words 

(8-9): Grace, Gift of God, 

Faith, Not of works. Be 

honest with yourself, pray 

first, and then make a list 

of those works that you are 

doing to keep your ego 

happy, instead of honoring 

God through those works.  

Covenant: unbreakable 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

Scripture for putting together in 

one package several important 

realities. And they are:  

1. Man’s natural condition;  

2. God’s great love and kind-

ness in saving us;  

3. How that salvation comes to 

us as a gift; and then  

4. The result of what God has 

done for us in how we lead 

our lives.  

 And there’s a key phrase that is 

repeated in this passage and that 

sums all this up, and it will serve 

as our theme this morning: “By 

Grace you have been Saved.” 

 Verse 8 becomes an important 

verse in our lives, especially 

when we understand what man’s 

natural condition is–what we all 

started out as–before God inter-

vened with his grace and salva-

tion.  

 Paul says: “As for you, you 

were dead in your transgressions 

and sins, in which you used to 

live when you followed the ways 

of this world and of the ruler of 

the kingdom of the air, the spirit 

York,  March  12 to 19, 2018 Year IV 

A Weekly Newsletter from Pastor Miguel to the congregation of Fourth. 

  One of my favorite movies is 

The Mission (1986). It is centered 

on the work of Jesuit priests in 

eighteenth-century South America. 

The actor Robert De Niro plays a 

former Spanish soldier named Ro-

drigo Mendoza, who would ride 

into the highlands, capture natives, 

and sell them into slavery. In a fit 

of rage over a woman, Rodrigo 

ends up killing his own brother, 

which causes him to seek refuge 

and retribution for his sins at the 

Jesuit monastery.  

 However, as a way of penitence 

for the sin he committed, Rodrigo 

carried his armor, sword and mili-

tary gear during all his journey to 

the highlands.  

 Rodrigo believes that God will 

never forgive him for his crime, 

and he feels that his life has to be 

an eternal misery for what he did 

to his brother. 

 Our Epistle reading for today- 

Ephesians 2:1-10, is one of the 

outstanding passages in all of Continue next page 



who is now at work in those 

who are disobedient.” 

 These words declare our 

human fabric, we are commit-

ted to sin. It is part of our na-

ture. This is our “old Adam,” 

the sinful nature we are born 

with, those selfish desires that 

do not line up with God’s 

commands and what he knows 

is best for us. 

 Everything in the first few 

verses of this chapter are very 

depressing and ugly and hope-

less, and we were on our own 

apart from God. But now all that 

changes and shifts with this 

“But because of his (God’s) 

great love for us.” Paul now 

moves from the Law to the Gos-

pel, to the unbreakable covenant 

of Grace of God through Jesus 

Christ.    

 God is described as being 

“rich in mercy.” God is rich in 

how he has mercy on us poor 

The week at a glance: 

Monday, March 12: 

 Linda in the office 

 P. Miguel’s family day 

 

Tuesday, March 13: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office 

 5:30 pm. Executive CLAVIT 

 6:30 pm. Commission On 

Education 

 

Wednesday, March 14: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office. 

 

Thursday, March 15: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office. 

 Printing Day 

 

Friday, March 16: 

 9:00 am. daily devotions 

 P. Miguel in the office 

 Praying together at noon. 

 
Saturday, March 17: 

 7:30 am. Men’s Lenten 

Breakfast @ Yorkshire UMC 

 10:00 am. Insanity 

 1:00 / 4:30 pm. Helping Hand  

Sunday, March 18: 

Rev. Arenas has been invited to 

preach in St. Paul’s United Meth-

odist Church in State College, PA.  

 

P. Chuck Lindeman (pastor of 

visitation) will be preaching at 

Fourth and continuing with the 

fourth part of the Lenten Sermon 

Series, 

*************************** 

 8:00 am. Worship Service 

 9:15 am. Sunday school 

 10:30 am. Worship service. 
 

Warm up: This Sunday is the 

fourth part of our Lenten Sermon: 

“Covenant: marriage vows.” 

Scripture to read: Jeremiah 31:31-

34 Enjoy the reading and see you 

Sunday—The Day of the Lord! 

Coming Events: 

Holy Humor: 

Why did Moses have his brother 

speak for him? 

a. Laryngitis 

b. He didn’t know the language 

c. Exhaustion 

d. A lack of eloquence 
 

Previous answer: Cain killed his 

brother Abel because of  Jealousy, his 

heart hated his brother. Read 1 John 

3:10-12. 

sinners. And “the great love 

for us” ties in beautifully with 

that famous John 3:16: “For 

God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have 

eternal life.” 

  May the mercy and grace of 

God be with you, as you hon-

or this unbreakable covenant 

of love through Christ. Amen. 

Tuesday, March 20 

Finance committee meeting  

 

Sunday, March 25 

Palm Sunday 

 

Thursday, March 29 

Maundy Thursday W. Service 

 

Friday, March 30 

Good Friday Community Service 

at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.  

Pastor Miguel’s Schedule for the week and upcoming events 

VISITATION 
P. Miguel is visiting shut-ins and 
doing hospital visits most of the 
time in the mornings, but if there 
is a need of visitation, please let 
the secretary or pastor know. 
Blessings <><  



A Pastoral Letter: Moving Forward 

Dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ, 
 
Grace and peace to you! 
 
 On Sunday, March 11th, our 
SPPRC chair, Claudia Schopf, 
announced that I have been ap-
pointed to serve at Central United 
Methodist Church in Honesdale, 
PA, located in the Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre district of our Sus-
quehanna Conference. This new 
appointment will begin Sunday 
July 1st, 2018 .   
 
 This has been a surprising 
news to many, and it is quite nat-
ural to be sad or upset for the 
moving of a pastor, who becomes 
your Shepheard during a period 
of time.  It will indeed be hard to 
say goodbye to all of you when 
that time comes during the month 
of June.  In this letter, I would 
like to briefly explain why this 
has happened and how you as a 
church can move forward. 
 
 In the United Methodist 
Church, all clergy enter a cove-
nant with one another.  Part of 
that covenant is that we will go 
where the bishop and cabinet 
sends us.  The cabinet consists of 
the district superintendents of our 
conference. From January 
through May, the cabinet has 
many meetings to make church 
appointments for the appointment 
year, which starts in July.  The 
cabinet spends time in prayer and 
discernment as they seek to 
match churches in need of a pas-
tor with someone who's gifts will 
match what that church 
needs.  Therefore, the cabinet has 
decided that I am the best fit for 
Central UMC in Honesdale.   
 
 This means that they will 
now be looking to find a pastor 
for our church.  During this pro-
cess, our District Superintendent 
will be in conversation with the 
SPPRC committee to hear what 
attributes they feel our church 

needs in a new pastor.  The input 
of the SPPRC will be taken into 
account as the cabinet makes 
their decision. This process could 
take some time.  When a pastor is 
chosen, he or she will meet with 
the District Superintendent and 
our SPPRC committee to make 
the appointment official.  On a 
Sunday shortly following that 
meeting, an announcement will 
be made in church as to who your 
next pastor will be. 
 
 Some of you are probably 
asking yourself, why pastor Mi-
guel has to be moved, if we had 
plans and activities to do and 
perform together. Although it 
will be hard to say goodbye, and 
there is still much that can be 
done here in Fourth, I have ac-
cepted this appointment and be-
lieve it will be a good one.  As a 
United Methodist pastor, I be-
lieve that God works through the 
appointment process and the 
work of the cabinet. And I also 
believe that God is working 
through it. 
 
 How can you move forward 
as a church?  First, you must ac-
cept this change as reality, as 
hard as it may be. We have had a 
wonderful three years together, 
and we still have until June. So 
we can prepare for the next chap-
ter in the life of Fourth 
church.  We have done some 
awesome things.  I have seen so 
many of you grow in your faith 
and step out of your comfort 
zones to lead in ministries for the 
first time. I challenged you to be 
disciples more than members, 
and transform our church in a 
hospitable place for all. Definite-
ly, we have partnered together in 
the work of the Gospel through 
faith in the power of Jesus Christ. 
 
 This same faith in Jesus must 
propel you onward into the fu-
ture.  As I stated in church, I plan 
to empower you to do some of 
the things I am in charge of but 

do not need to be, and I will help 
you to transition into the leader-
ship of a new pastor.  One practi-
cal way prepare for this transition 
is to pray for the future of this 
church. Pray for your new pastor 
to be, pray for him or her, as God 
leads the Bishop and cabinet for 
the right minister to be your 
Shepheard.  
 
 Finally, I want to state that 
things are not over for Fourth 
United Methodist Church just 
because I am leaving. We need to 
move on in prayer. One of my 
prayers will be that your next 
pastor will work with you to lead 
you into a future of blessing and 
growth as you reach out to those 
in your community who do not 
know Christ. There is so much to 
do. And I am sure that you will 
be a blessing for him or her, as 
you were for me and my family. 
 
 Fran, Pam and I have a big 
gratitude in our hearts for you, 
brothers and sisters of Fourth. For 
these years of love and work to-
gether. 
 
 There are so many people to 
give thanks at Fourth, that I think 
it will be not fair to name them, 
but only to give thanks to the 
Lord for your lives, as I pray this 
well-known prayer for you: 
 
May the Lord of the harvest be 
with you, challenging you to con-
tinue being faithful workers.  
 

May the road rise to meet you,  
may the wind  

be ever at your back.  
May the sun shine  

warm upon your face,  
and the rains fall soft  

upon your fields.  
And until we meet again,  

may God hold you  
in the palm of his hand. 

Amen. 
 

Rev. Miguel H. Arenas 


